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ABSTRACT 

Selected resources of the New York State Library that 
document the achievements of African Americans in the arts, as well 
as the historical and cultural contexts of these achievement, are 
listed. In addition to primary sources and significant historical and 
critical works, the bibliography contains references to other 
bibliographies and research aids. Works are subdivided into primary 
works , biographies, history and criticism, bibliography, and 
reference in each of the following categories: (1) general (32 
titles); (2) literature (189 titles); (3) music (78 titles); (4) 
performing arts (59 titles); and (5) visual arts (52 titles). The 
entries are indicative of African American artistic vitality and 
innovation. They highlight the long tradition of African American 
literature, its distinctive rhetorical devices and narrative forms, 
the current renaissance of African American literary criticism, and 
the concomitant rediscovery and reprinting of the works of pioneering 
African American artists. The entries also illustrate the 
achievements and special difficulties faced by African Americans in 
the visual and fine arts. (SLD) 
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INTRODUCTION 



In celebration of Black Hi.Mory Month, the New York State 
Library is issuing An Afro-American Bibliography: (he Arts. 
The bibliography lisls selected resources of the New York State 
Library thai document the achievements of African-Americans 
in the arts, as well as the historieal and cultural contexts of 
these achievements, hi addition to primary sources and signifi- 
cant historical and critical works, the bibliography contains ref- 
erences to bibliographies and researeh aids. Works dealing with 
such major African-American collections in the United States 
as the Schomburg Collection of Negro Literature and History 
and the Black Culture Collection are also included. The bibli- 
ography highlights many of the New York State Library's col- 
lections, ineluding the U.S. and New York State government 
documents collections, the microform collections, the play col- 
lection and the rare books collection. 

The mission of the New York Slate Library is to provide 
reference, information and materials to support the work of 
New York State government and to ensure lhat every resident of 
the Slate has convenient free access to essential library services. 
To carry out Ibis mission, the Library serves as the principal 
library resource lor Stale government and serves as a coordinat- 
ing and resource center for the statewide interlibrary loan net- 
work. If you cannot obtain the works listed in this bibliography 
at your local libnry. you may request them through interlibrary 
loan. Ilesides the bibliographic information, each entry in this 
bibliography u mini as the New York Slate Library call number 
in parenthesis. The use of this call number helps expedite (he 
inlcrlihrarv loan process. 
/ 



The African- American contributions to the arts are remark- 
able in their range and diversity, innovation and genius, and 
dynamic cultural influence on American society. The biblio- 
graphic entries on music — covering the field from spirituals to 
jazz, from classical to pop — and the performing arts are 
indicative of African-American artistic vitality and innovation. 

In literature, the bibliographic entries draw attention to the 
long tradition of African-American literature, its distinctive 
rhetorical devices and narrative forms, the current renaissance 
in African-American literary criticism, and the concomitant 
rediscovery and reprinting of the works of pioneering African- 
American artists. 

In art, the bibliographic entries illustrate not only the 
achievemenis but also the special difficulties faced by African- 
Americans in the visual and fine arts. In recent years, there has 
been a welcome and much-needed recognition of the work of 
African-American artists by curators, collectors, and art histori- 
ans. This trend is increasing the number of publications relat- 
ing lo these artists and is an opportunity for libraries to 
strengthen and develop their holdings in this area. 

This bibliography was compiled by Billie Aul nd Melinda 
Yates, reference librarians on the staff of the New York Jtate 
Library. The New York State Library would like to acknowl- 
edge the generous financial assistance of the Division of 
Intercultural Relations which makes the reprinting of this bibli- 
ography n )ssible. 
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GENERAL WORKS 



PRIMARY WORKS 

Amistad. Nn\ Yolk: Kaiuloin House. 1970-1971. (C, 
917. MW74Wi. A5MM. 

Blink Culture Collection, from the Holdings of Atlanta 
l iiivri sttx I ibrarw WooMcr. OH: Hell & Howell, Micro 
Phoin Division. 1 1 J71-1973. Microfilm collection. 
lMA/l ; M.909,049o, Ml. 

This microfilm collection contains approximately 
1(),()(K) books, pamphlets, portraits and letters by and 
about African -Americans. Most of the items were col- 
lected by Henry P. Slaughter between 1900 to 1940. 
This collection contains many original works of fiction 
and music. The guide to the collection is listed below. 
See Jones. Robert A., cd. 

Jones. Robert A., ed. The Black Culture Collection . from the 
Holdings of Atlanta University Library: Catalog. 
Wooster. OH: Bell & Howell. Micro Photo Division, 
1972-74. (MA, 016.9090496. qB627). 

This is the guide to the Black Culture Collection listed 
above. 

United States. Library of Congress. 75 Years of Freedom: 
Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the 
Proclamation of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States. Washington, DC: U.S. Govt. 
Printing Office, 1943. (C. 325.260973. U59). 

BIOGRAPHY 

Davis. Ursula Broschke. Paris without Regret: James 
Baldwin. Kenny Clarke. Chester I limes, and Donald 
Byrd. lowii City: University of Iowa Press. 19X6. (C , 
7S5.420922. 1)264. K7-0 15993). 

Si n ne lie, I'limor l)cs Vcrncy. Arthur Alfonso Sclumdmrg, 
Bhnk Bibliophile ond Collector: A Biography. New 
York: New York Public l.ibrar\. 1989. (C. 0O2.O75O924. 
S369, S9 25476). 



HISTORY AND CRITICISM 

Anderson, Jervis. This Was Harlem: A Cultural Portrait. 
19(H).P)50. Ne\v York: Rirrar Straus Giroux. 1982. (R. 
974.71. A547). 

Haker. Houston A. Long Pluck Song: Essays in Black 
Amciicau Literature and Culture. Charlottesville: 
Uniseisiiy Press of Virginia. 1972. (C. 917.30696. 
HI 67). 

Brawlcy. Benjamin (inllilh. Scum (icmn\. A \ew Appraisal 
of the Achievement of the Ameiuun \'c\*io in I ucraturc 
find the Line Arts. New Ynrk: Dodcl. Mead and Co.. 
1937. (C. 325.26. K82n). 

. Negro in Literature and Art in the ( niied Slates. 3'd 

ed. New York: Duffield and Co.. 1929. (C. 325.26. 
B82a). 

Butcher. Margaret Just. Negro in American Culture, Based on 
Materials Left by Alain Locke. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf. 1956. (C 325.260973. B983). 

Cruse. Harold. The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual. London: 
W. H. Allen. 1969. (C. 9 17.3097496. C957. 1969). 

Ga>. Geneva, and Willie L. Baber, eds. Expressively Black: 
The Cultural Basis of Ethnic Identity. New York: 
Praeger. 1987. (C. 700.8996073, E9(\ 88-015851 ). 

Gayle, Addison, comp. Black Aesthetic. Garden City, NY: 
Doubleday. 1971. (Z. 709.73. G287). 

Muggins. Nathan Irvin. Harlem Renaissance. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 1971. (Z. 700.9747 1 . H891 ). 

Lewis. David L. When Harlem Was in Vogue. New York: 
Knopf, 1981. (C. 700.8996073. L673. 81-33276). 

Schcehter, William. History of Negro Humor in America. New 
York: Fleet Press, 1970. (C. 917.3097496. S3 14). 

Schooner. A lion, comp. Ila'lem on My Mind: Cultural 
Capital of Black America. IV00-/V6X. New York: 
Random House, 1969. (K. M74.7 1. qS365). 



Van Vcchtcn, Carl. Keep A-huhin Along; Selected Writings 
of Carl Van Veehten about Black Art and Letters. 
Contributions in A fro- American and African Studies, no. 
45. WestporuCT: Greenwood. 1979. (C. 700.973, V284. 
84-20409). 

Wormley, Stanton Lawrence, and Lewis H. Henderson. Mam- 
Shades of Black. New York: William Morrow and Co., 
1969. (C. 917.3097496, W928). 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Joint Committee for Media Center Development. Heritage of 
the Negro in America, a Bibliography: Hooks, Rea»tl\, 
Tapes. Filtnstrips and Pictures. Lansing. MI: Michigan 
Department of Education. 1970. (R, 016.9 I730G. qj 743). 

Joyce. Donald F., comp. Blacks in the Humanities, I750-1 { )S4. 
* A Selected Annotated Bibliography. Bibliographies and 
Indexes in Afro-American and African Studies, no. 13. 
New York: Greenwood. 1986. (R. 0I6.00I30X9. J 89. 80 
40259). 

McCain, Sara B,, comp. Negro C ulture: A Selective 
Bibliography. Bowling Green. Oil: Ohio Slate 
University at Bowling Green Library. Bibliographic 
Research Center, 1968. (C. 016.301451 . q()378652). 

New York. Public Library. Schomburg Collection ol Negro 
Literature and History. Dictionary Catalog. 9 \olv 
Boston: G.K. Hall. 1962. (RC. 019. L fN55256). 

Dictionary Catalog. Supplement. I -2. H)()7-lV?2 t 6 



vols. Boston: G.K. Hall, 1967-1972. (RC. 019. 
fN55256b). 

Peavy. Charles D. Afro-American Literature and Culture \im e 
World War II: A Guide to Information Sources. American 



Studies Information Guide Series, vol. 6. Detroit: Gale 
Research Co., 1979. (R, 016.8108089, P363. 79-25878). 

Rollins. Charlcmac. We Build Together: A Reader's Guide to 
Negro Life and Literature of Elementary and High School 
'Aw. Chicago: National Council of Teachers of English, 
1948. iC, 016.32526, R754). 

St. Louis. Public Library. Julia Davis Collection. Julia Davis 
Collection: Negro and African Literature and Culture, A 
fid)liograph\\ St. Louis: St. Louis Public Library, 1971. 
l(\ 016,301451, SI4554). 

Schomburg Center for Research and Black Culture. 
Bibliographic Guide to Black Studies. Boston: G.K. Hall, 
I975-. (RC, 019.1, fN55256b). 

Supplement to : New York. Public Library. 
Schomburg Collection of Negro Literature and 
1 1 is lory. Dictionary Catalog, (see above). 

S/abo. Andrew, comp. Afro- American Bibliography: List of 
the Books , Documents, and Periodicals on Black- 
\mencan Culture Located in San Diego State College 
I ibi taw San Diego: California State College at San 
Diego Library, 1970. (R, 016.9173, C 15865). 



KKKKKKNCK 

Haskin. Wade, and Richard N. Runes. Dictionary of Black 
Culture. New York: Philosophical Lib r ary. 1973. (C, 
917.30696, B3 1 5. 73-4375), 

Patterson. I .indsy. ed, and comp. Negro in Music and Art. Vol. 
3 ol International Library of Negro Life and History. 
New York: Publishers Co., 1969-. (R, 917.3097496, 
i|I6I5, vol. 3). 
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Sampson. Hint) T. Blacks in Blackface: A Source Book on 
i \ul\ lihuk Musical Shows. Metuchen. NJ: Scarecrow, 
I'lKO. ((',782.8108996. SI 92. 80-3 1745). 

Woll. Allen I. Dn titmary of the Black Theatre: Broadway. 
Oil Iboadwaw and Selected Harlem Theatre. Westport, 
IT: Greenwood. 1 9X3. (R. 792.0899607, W863, 84- 
26552). 



1 1 



VISUAL ARTS 



PRIMARY WORKS 

Afro-American Artists. New York and Boston: The Museum of 
the National Center of Afro-American Artists, the 
Museum of Fine Arts [and/ the School of the Museum of 
five Arts, Boston. 19 May * 23 June, 1970. Boston: 
Boston Book and An Publishers, 1970, Exhibition cata- 
log. (Z. 759.13074, Aa2). 

Amistad II: A Bicentennial Celebration for All. Inspired by the 
Struggle of a Few. N.p., United Church Press. 1975. (C, 
759.13074. A5 17, 77-32738). 

Amistad 11 is a traveling exhibition of works of art cre- 
ated between 1790 and 1975 by African- American 
artists. 

The Bamett-Aden Collection. Washington. DC: Published for 
the Anacostia Neighborhood Museum by the Smithsonian 
Institution Press: for sale by the Supt. of Docs., U.S. 
Govt. Print. Off.. 1974. Collection catalog. (C, 
709.7307401, B26I, 77-468). 

Bearden, Romare. The Art of Roma re Bearden: The Prevalence 
of Ritual. Text by M. Bunch Washington, New York: 
Abrams, 1973. (C\ 759.13, qB368, 74-16560). 

Black Dimensions in Art, Inc. Black Artists in Historical 
Perspective: Schenectady Museum, Schenectady, NY, 
February 14 through April 4, Albany institute of History 
and Art, Albany, NY, May I through May 31. N.p.: Black 
Dimensions in Art, 1976. Exhibition catalog. (C, 709.73. 
B627, 77-32796). 

Chase, Judith Wragg. Afro-American Art and Craft. New 
York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co., 1971. {Z, 709.73, 
qC487), 

District of Columbia Art Association, inhibition 1974-75: 
November 17, 1974 to January 29, 1975 at the Anacostia 
N e ig // // o r hood M u se u m - S mithsonian In s titut io n . 
Smithsonian Institution Press Publication No. 5331. 
Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press; for sale 



by the Supt. of Docs.. U.S. Govt. Print. Off., 1974. (C, 
759.13, D614, 76-37419). 

Doty, Robert M. Contemporary Black Artists in America. New 
York: Whitney Museum of American Art, 1971. ('/, 
709.73, D725c). 

Dover, Cedric. American Negro Art. Greenwich, CT: Graphic 
Society. I960. (Z. 709.73. D743). 

Driskell, David C. Two Centuries of Black American Art: h*s 
Angeles County Museum of Art. Atlanta, Museum of Fine 
Arts. Dallas, the Brooklyn Museum. Catalog notes by 
Leonard Simon, Los Angeles: Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, 1976. Exhibition catalog. (C, 709.73, 
D781, 77-21785}. 

Harlem Cultural Council. New Black Artists: An Exhibition 
Oi 'Utilized by the Harlem Cultural Council, in 
Coaptation with the School of the Arts, and the Urban 
Center of Columbia University. Brooklyn Museum, Oct. 
7 to Nov. 9, 1969: Columbia University, Now 20 to Dec. 
12, 1969. New York: Printed by Clarke & Way, 1969. 
(Z, 709.73074. H284). 

Hartigan, Lynda Roscoe. Sharing Traditions: Five Black 
Artists in Nineteenth -Century America: From the 
Collections of the Nc.tional Museum of American Art. 
Washington, DC: Published for the Museum by the 
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1985. (C. 750.8996073, 
qN277, 86-23689), 

Published on the occasion of an exhibition at the National 
Museum of American Art. Smithsonian Institution. 
Washington, DC. January I5-April7, 1985. 

Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art. Directions in Afro- 
American Art: Septemhc* IS through (htohcr 27, 1974. 
Ithaca, NY: Office of University Publications, Cornell 
University, 1974. Exhibition catalog. ((', 709,73. i|H537, 
75-1742). 

Cosponsorcd by the African;) Studies and Research 
Center, Cornell University. 
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Lawrence. Jacob. Jacob Lawrence. Text by Milton W. Brown, 
with the assistance of Louise A. Parks. New York: 
Whitney Museum of American Art, 1974. (C759.I3, 
L421 . 74-14620). 

Compiled for the Jacob Lawrence cxhihition held at 
the Whitney Museum of American Art. May, 1974. 

The Legend of John Brown. Detroit: Detroit Institute of Arts. 
1978. (C. 759.13, LSI I. 80-26987). 

Printed on the occasion of the exhibition of Jacob 
Lawrence's John Brown scries at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts, October 14 - November 26. 1978. Includes a 
poem. "John Brown/' by Robert Earl Hayden. 

Locke*. Alain LcRny. ed. The Negro in Art: A Pictorial Record 
of the Negro Artist and of the Negro Theme in Art. 
Washington. DC: Associates in Negro Folk Education. 
1940. (Z.709.qL81 ). 

New York (State) Division of the Humanities and the Arts. 
Tifteen wider Torty; Paintings by Young New York State 
Black Artists. Gallery Museum. Hall of Springs. Saratoga 
Performing Arts Center. July 1st through July 3L 1970. 
Albany. NY, 1970. (Z, 759.147, An55), 

Perry, Regenia A. Selections of Nineteenth-Century Afro- 
American Art: Catalogue. New York: Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 1976. Exhibition catalog. (C. 709.73. 
P464. 76-9398). 

Rodman. Sclden. Horace Pippin, a Negro Painter in America. 
New York: Quadrangle Press, 1947. (Z. 759. 13. qP665r). 

Roclof-Lanncr T.V., ed. Prints by American Negro Artists. Los 
Angeles: Cultural Exchange Center. 1965. (Z, 769.973. 
qR714). 

Sommer, Robert. Street Art. New York: Links, 1975. 
(C709.73. S697. 76-4072). 

White, Charles. Images of Dignity: The Drawings of Charles 
W hite. Edited by Benjamin Horowitz. Los Angeles: W. 
Ritchie Press, 1967. (Z, 741.9, qW583). 

Willis-Thomas. Deborah. Black Photographers. 1X40-1940: 
An Illustrated Bio-bibliography. Garland Reference 
Library of the Humanities, vol. 40. New York: Garland, 
1985. (C, 770.922 qW736, 86-21591). 

An Illustrated Bio-bibliography of Black 
Photographers. I94Q-19XH. New York: Garland, 1989. 
(C, 770.922, qW735, 89-33666). 

Wilson. James L. Clementine Hunter, American Polk Artist. 
Grelna: Pelican Publishing Co.. 1988. (C. 759.13. H945. 
89-1764). 



BIOGRAPHY 

Albany Institute of History and Art, Albany. Negro Artist 
Comes of Age: A National Survey of Contemporary 
American Artists. Albany Institute of History and Art, 
January 3rd through February llth, 1945. Albany, NY: 
1945. (Z.759.U Aa3). 

Cederholm, Theresa Diekason, comp. Afro-American Artists: 
A Bio-bibliographical Directory. Boston: Trustees of the 
Boston Public Library, 1973. (C, 709.73, C389, 74- 
10736). 

Contemporary Visual Expressions: The Art of San} Gilliam. 
Martha Jack son -Jarvis. Keith Morrison. William 7~. 
Williams. Washington. DC: Anacostia Museum, 
Smithsonian Institution. 1987. Pamphlet. (US. SI L2:C 
76/3). 

Fax, Elton C. Black Artists of the New Generation. Foreword 
by Romare Bearden. New York: Dodd. Mead, 1977. (C. 
709.22, F28 1,78-20261). 

. Seventeen Black Artists. New York: Dodd. Mead. 

1971. (Z, 709.2, F28I). 

Lewis, Samel la S.. and Ruth G. Waddy. Black Artists on Art. 
Los Angeles: Contemporary Crafts Publishers, 1969-71. 
(Z. 709.2. L676). 

Livingston, Jane, and John Beardsley. Black Polk Art in 
America. I930-19H0. Jackson. MS: Published for the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art by the University Press of 
Mississippi: Center for the Study of Southern Culture, 
1982. (C. 704.0396073, qL786. 83-25547). 

Moutoussamy-Ashe, Jeanne. \ iewfinders: Black Women 
Photographers. New York: Dodd, Mead, 1986. (C, 
770.922, qM934, 86-34936). 

Parks, Gordon. To Smile in Autumn: A Memoir. New York: 
Norton. 1979. (C, 770.924. P252, 80-22315). 

Rolloek, Barbara. Black Authors and Illustrators of Children's 
Books: A Biographical Dictionary. Garland Reference 
Library of the Humanities, vol. 660. New York: Garland, 
1988. (R, 0 1 1 .6208996. R755, 88-54965). 



HISTORY AND CRITICISM 

Bearden, Romare. Painter's Mind: A Study of the Relations of 
Structure and Space in Painting. New York: Crown 
Publishers, 1969. (Z. 751.4 B 7 68). 

Biggers. John Thomas. Carroll Simms, and John Edward 
Weems. Black Art in Houston: The Texas Southern 
University Experience. College Station, TX: Texas A & 
M University Press, 1978. (C. 707.1176414, qB592. 78- 
31141). 
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Diskell. David C, cd. Amistad II, Afro-American Art. 
Nashville: Dept. of Art. Fisk University. 1975. (C 
709.7307401 qA517. 77-32629). 

Fine. Elsa Honig. The Afro-American Artist: A Search for 
Identity, New York: Holt. Rinehart and Winston, 1973. 
(C. 709.73. F495. 74-12775). 

Gayle. Addison, comp. The Black Aesthetic. Garden City. NY: 
Doubleday. 1971. (Z. 709.73. G287). 

Goode-Bryant. Linda, and Marcy S. Philips. Contextures. New 
York: Just Above Midtown. 1978. (C. 709.73. G647. 79- 
27573). 

Harlem Renaissance: Art of Black America. Introduction by 
Mary Schmidt Campbell. Essays by David Driskell. 
David Levering Lewis, and Deborah Willis Ryan. New 
York: The Studio Museum in Harlem, Harry N. A brains. 
1987. (C. 704.0396073. qH284, 87-028278). 

Harmon Foundation, Inc. Negro Artists: An Illustrated Review 
of Their Achievements. Including Exhibition of Paintings 
by fhe Late Malrin Gray Johnson and Sculptures hy 
Richmond Bart It el and Sargent Johnson. Presented by 
the Harmon Foundation in cooperation with the Delphic 
Studios, April 22 - May 4, 1935. inclusive. Freeport, NY: 
Books for Libraries. 1971. (Z, 709.2. H288). 

Newton. James E.. and Ronald L. Lewis, eds. The Other 
Slaves: Mechanics. Artisans, and Craftsmen. Boston: 
G.K. Hull. 1978. (C. 973.0496073. 087. 78-29846). 

There are several chapters on African-American 
artists. 

Porter. James Amos. Modem Negro Art. New York: Dryden. 
1943. (Z.709. P84). 



Reno. Dawn E. Collecting Black Americana. New York: 
Crown Publishing, 1986. (C. 700.8996073. qR418. 87- 
012498) 

Wheat, Ellen Hark ins. Jacob Lawrence, American Painter. 
Seattle: University of Washington Press in association 
with the Seattle Art Museum. 1986. Exhibition catalog. 
(C. 759.13. qW556. 86-38588), 
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Chicago Public Library Omnibus Project. Subject to Index to 
Literature on Negro Art. Chicago: Chicago Public 
Library Omnibus Project. 1941. (C, 016.7096, qC532). 

Davis. Lcnwood G.. and Janet Sims. Black Artists in the 
United States: An Annotated Bibliography of Books, 
Articles, and Dissertations on Black Artists. I779-IV79. 
Westport. CT: Greenwood. 1980. (R. 016.70973. D262, 
81-20494). 

Igoe. Lynn Moody, and James Igoe. 25(1 Years oj Afro- 
American Art: An Annotated Bibliography. New York: 
Bowkcr. 1981. (R, 016.7040396. 124. 82-25 109). 

Williams, Ora. American Black Women in the Arts and Social 
Sciences: A Bibliographic Survey. Rev. and expanded 
cd. Memchem NJ: Scarecrow, 1978. (C. 016.301412. 
W725. 73-5965. 1978). 

Visual artists are included, pp. 96-102. 
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